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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIC?
William F. Caton OFFICE OF SECRETARY

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Mail Stop 1170

1919 M Street, N.\W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

EX PARTE

Dear Mr. Caton:

Re: WT Docket No. 96-6, Amendment of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Flexible
Service Offerings in the Commercial Mobile Radio Service, Reply Comments of
American Petroleum Institute

The attached letter was sent today, from Betsy Stover Granger, Attorney, Pacific Bell Mobile
Services, to Michele Farquhar, Chief of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. Copies
were also sent to David Furth, David Krech, and Jennifer Warren. Please associate this with
the above-referenced docket.

We are submitting two copies of this notice in accordance with Section 1.1206(a)(1) of the
Commission's Rules.

Please stamp and return the provided copy to confirm your receipt. Please contact me
should you have any questions or require additional information concerning this matter.

Sincerely,

MWW Fon G-IAH



Betsy Stover Granger 44720 Rosewood Drive Bldg 2, 4th Floor PACIFICBELL %

Attorney Pleasanton, Califormia 94588 Mobile Services
{5100 227-3140

May 8, 1996

Michele Farquhar

Chief of Wireless Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Farquhar,

Re: WT Docket No. 96-6, Amendment of the Commission’s Rules to Permit
Flexible Service Offerings in the Commercial Mobile Radio Service,

Reply Comments of American Petroieum Institute

This letter is in response to some statements made in the Reply Comments of the
American Petroleum Institute regarding our proposal to use PCS spectrum to support a
handset that would operate as a cordless phone within the immediate vicinity of a fixed
base station in the home and that would operate on the PCS network outside of the home.
In our comments, we noted that under Section 24.237, the home base station would be
considered a base station subject to interference analysis and prior coordination processes.
Therefore, we recommended that the Commission include in its rules a specific
exemption of the prior coordination requirement for home base stations operating at

100 mW or less. (This power level is similar to that of a baby monitor.)

The American Petroleum Institute (“API”) apparently misunderstood our proposal. API
vigorously objected to it stating, “Pacific’s proposal is essentially designed to permit
individuals to communicate between any location and their home via PCS spectrum
without first performing an interference analysis and complying with the prior
coordination process.”’ API fails to understand that the handsets in this service will be
operating on frequencies associated with the PCS system that have been through the prior
coordination notice process. Our proposal intends to allow the PCS operator to take full
advantage of spectrum in which coordination has already taken place and in which we
will be operating many base stations at power levels up to 1640 watts (16,000 times more
power than the home base stations proposed.) We are seeking to avoid having to do a
second interference analysis and prior coordination notice for each home base station.
The requirement to perform a second interference analysis and prior coordination notice
for each home base station would be extremely burdensome and would be of little or no
value to the incumbent since a frequency analysis at a higher power level would have
already been completed.

' API Reply Comments, p. 3.



API goes on to state that “the Pacific proposal could result in thousands of consumers
interfering with fixed microwave incumbents from an untold number of different, mobile
locations, without any warning to or recourse by incumbents.”* Again, API is confused.
The home base station is a fixed unit. Our PCS system will be deployed to support
thousands of mobile consumers without interfering with microwave incumbents. It is
highly unlikely that the addition of low power home base stations will cause additional
interference in areas in which high power PCS base stations operate. At the 100 mW
level or less, given a typical building loss of 10-15 dB, the actual radiated power from
these units into the environment will be in the 3 - 10 mW range. This will have an
effective outside range of 200-400 feet. The potential from interference for these low
power fixed stations would be low, even without any prior coordination, and is even more
unlikely after the prior coordination for the higher power stations is completed. In the
event that such interference did occur, it would be very easy to identify the responsible
licensee.

The value of the proposed service is that it gives the customer the convenience of having
a single handset perform two functions. Microwave incumbents will not be prejudiced in
any way by a clarification of the rule that eliminates any need for a second interference

analysis for low-power home base stations. We respectfully request that the Commission
adopt this clarification that will enable this innovative service to be offered to the public.

Sincerely,

T e g

Betsy Stover Granger
Attorney

cc: David Furth
David Krech

Jennifer Warren
Parties in WT Docket 96-6

’ Id.atp. 4
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